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CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0053 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS MOPS ET 

SUBJECT: SECOND DIVISION COMMANDER 

REF: ASMARA 0041 

1 . COL. AT.EMAYEHU DESTA, CO OF SECOND DIVISION, HAS BEEN IN 
ADDIS ABABA SINCE LAST WEEK AND IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN A SECOND 
WEEK, RETURNING TO ASMARA ABOUT THE END OF JANUARY. 

2. IN VIEW OF URGENT MILITARY AFFAIRS THAT NORMALLY WOULD REQUIRE 
HIS PRESENCE AT SECOND DIVISION HDQTS, WE MUST ASSUME HIS PRES- 
ENCE IN ADDIS IS IN CONNECTION WITH THE REPRESENTATIONS BEING 
MADE BY THE 30-MEMBER MILITARY DELEGATION FROM SECOND 
DIVISION UNITS, WHO REPORTEDLY ARE ASKING THE PMAC FOR GREATER 
EMPHASIS ON SEEKING A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE ERITREAN CONFICT. 

3. COMMENT: TROOP DISCONTENT HAS PROBABLY INCREASED UNDER 
ALEMAYEHU'S REGIME. IN CONTRAST. TO HIS PREDECESSOR. COL TELAHUN, 
ALEMAYEHU IS MORE ENERGETIC, FORCEFUL, AND STRONG LEADER. SUCH 
PRACTICES AND POLICIES STEMMING FROM HIS BASIC APPROACH TOWARD 
SOLDIERING WOULD INEVITABLY LEAD TO GREATER CONTACT WITH THE 
ENEMY AND CONSEQUENTLY GREATER DANGER TO THE INDIVIDUAL UNDER 
HIS COMMAND. IN A SYSTEM WHERE TROOPS CAN AND DO VOTE ON COMMAND 
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DECISIONS AND OFTEN TAKE MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN HANDS. FRICTION 
HAS UNDOUBTEDLY RISEN AND DISCONTENT SPREAD OVER PROLONGING 
CONFLICT. RECENT MILITARY REVERSALS IN THE FIELD WOULD SERVE TO 
LEND STRENGTH TO THE TROOPS' PLEA FOR GREATER POLITICAL ACTION 
TO REDUCE THE INSURGENCY. 
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